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Executive Summary 

The highlight of this mission, the first mission for 2004, was the second Clean 
Cities International meeting held at the Dhaka Sheraton on May 22-23  

For this mission, Team Bangladesh was comprised of Team Leader Greg 
Zilberfarb and Lisabeth (Beth) Ardisana, the facilitator for the meeting.  The 
meeting was extremely productive and all of the expected outcomes were met; 
short-term work plans were developed with time lines and budgets, and future 
meetings were set up.  Bangladesh is well on its way to becoming an officially 
recognized DOE Clean Cities International. 

Additionally, we met with the Minister of Energy, Mr. Nazrul Islam, who praised 
the efforts to date of the Clean Cities International program and offered his 
assistance in setting up additional cities throughout Bangladesh, especially in 
Chittagong his home city.  
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Background 
Working with the U.S. Department of Energy and Clean Cities International, Greg 
Zilberfarb, AFV Specialist, ASG Renaissance led three missions to Bangladesh. 
The purpose of these missions was to assess the state-of-the-art of the CNG 
industry, evaluate and assist with the development of codes and standards, 
provide CNG infrastructure training for entrepreneurs, and facilitate the Clean 
Cities International Kick-Off Meeting in Dhaka. 

The purpose of the first one-week scoping mission was to evaluate the current 
state-of-the-industry for the CNG industry in Bangladesh.  While in Bangladesh, 
the team met with CNG industry representatives, policy makers and other CNG 
industry stakeholders.  During the scoping mission, Bill McGlinchey met with 
policy makers and representatives from the natural gas industry to review the 
existing CNG industry codes and standards.  Leo Thompson also participated in 
the scoping mission to prepare for the CNG infrastructure training for 
entrepreneurs.  

The focus of the second mission to Bangladesh was a weeklong seminar offered 
to entrepreneurs in Dhaka who are interested in building CNG stations.  Leo 
Thomason, Greg Zilberfarb and Kathleen Nawaz planned, led and provided 
training materials for the training session.  Topics covered under fuel station 
installation, operation, and maintenance included: 

• Refueling Station Overview 
• Refueling Station Design Considerations 
• CNG Dispensers 
• CNG Compressors 
• Servicing Refueling Stations 

The highlight of the third mission was the presentation Bill McGlinchey made to 
more than 30 senior government officials and industry stakeholders on the draft 
CNG industry codes and standards for Bangladesh.  The codes and standards 
presentation, held at the Ministry of Energy’s office on November 17, 2003, was 
the result of weeks of review and correspondence with members of the 
Bangladesh Codes and Standards committee.  The committee has made great 
progress compiling and writing draft codes and standards with guidance and 
review from McGlinchey.  The initial codes and standards review draft was only 
12 pages while the latest draft is more than 400 pages and incorporates many of 
the suggestions made by McGlinchey and others over the course of the three 
missions. 

In addition to the codes and standards presentation, the purpose of the third 
mission to Bangladesh was to facilitate the Clean Cities International Kick-Off 
Meeting.  More than 50 CNG stakeholders attended the meeting, facilitated by 
Lizabeth Ardisana, ASG Renaissance. The Clean Cities International Kick-Off 
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Meeting held at the Dhaka Sheraton on November 18-19, 2003 featured a trade 
show and Clean Cities workshop.   

Ten exhibitors representing more than 15 U.S. companies as well as more than 
75 interested buyers attended the trade show, which was the first on CNG 
products in Bangladesh.  The trade show and kick-off meeting is a prime 
example of the increased interest in CNG equipment and the first step in 
developing a sustainable coalition dedicated to a cleaner Bangladesh. 

Clean Cities International facilitator Beth Ardisana discusses the goals and objectives of 
the Clean Cities International Program. 

Second Clean Cities International Meeting 
The Second Clean Cities International meeting was extremely well attended by prominent 
government officials and business leaders.  As a follow up to the first meeting held in November 
2003, the committee elected a Coordinator and formed subcommittees that developed work 
plans that included timelines and budgets. 

Mr. Siddique Zobair, Senior Assistant Secretary of Energy & Mineral Resources Division, was 
unanimously elected Coordinator.  His first order of business was to form four subcommittees: 
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1. Market Development Committee 
2. Technical Issues Committee 
3. Training Committee 
4. Infrastructure Committee 

Additionally, a Coordinating Committee was formed consisting of Chairman Mr. Quamrul Islam 
Siddik, the four subcommittee chairs and a few other prominent leaders with the sole purpose of 
ensuring the CCI Bangladesh gets the proper funding and support from government. 

The following are the Minutes from the two-day meeting. 

Clean Cities International Meeting Minutes 
Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Dhaka Sheraton 

Saturday, May 22	 Bakul Room 

10:30 AM Welcome	  Siddique Zobair 

Mr. Zobair provided brief welcoming remarks and began introductions. “For the 
last few years we have seen the CNG industry take-off. We have been looking for 
a vehicle to share our concerns and ideas and to make a concrete force that will 
include government, private and NGO’s.  Clean Cities International is this vehicle.  
CCI has provided training for station design, codes and standards support and 
these forums for us to present our views.” 

“Clean Cities International is recognized all over the world and we are fortunate to 
have its support.  If we work together than we can develop our national CNG 
program.  I believe that working together with government and private sectors will 
provide a successful program.” 

10:35 AM Introductions	 All Stakeholders 
The stakeholders introduced themselves and their businesses. 

10:40 AM Background and Accomplishments Summary	  Siddique Zobair 
Beth Ardisana 

Mr. Zobair and Ms. Ardisana gave a brief summary of the group’s 
accomplishments to date, and reviewed the outcomes of our last meeting, as well 
as providing an update of local CNG programs.  They then began to discuss this 
meeting’s agenda. 

10:45 AM	 USAID CNG Conversion Loan Guarantee Program 
Siddique  Zobair  

Mr. Zobair led a discussion on the perceived barriers to using this important 
program.  Gazi Hossain said he is processing a request to use the program and it 
is very easy.  Most people do not know about it and using the program takes 
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longer than a regular bank.  It was recommended that USAID provide detailed 
information to ASG and then Clean Cities International can send information out.   

The banks process a loan just like any other company.  Need three-year report 
on/of your business.  They have 5 million dollars to use for CNG stations, 
equipment to develop CNG services in Bangladesh.  Not just for U.S equipment.  
If we use all 5 million USAID will replenish the fund as necessary. 

New companies cannot access these funds.  You must have a company for three 
years. Must show three years of balance sheets.  USAID hasn’t decided how to 
administer yet but will have done that soon.  Some of the questions: 

Some Questions that went unanswered: 

What is the loan repayment rate?  (Interest rate) 


What banks participate? Can other banks participate? 


Do you have to be in business for three years? 


Who can access the funds?  (Public, private, NGOs) 


Where do they get more information on this program? 


Is it possible for USAID to “buy down” the interest rate? (If the rate is not better 

than the private banks no one will use it.) 


Is there a brochure? 

What is the whole procedure?


Who qualifies for it?


Why only two banks?

Many people said this is the most important issue on this program 

Is there a bank service charge? 

ASG Renaissance will send out information on the program ASAP. 

Beth asked are there other programs that we need information on. Gazi said that the 

government has made CNG equipment “duty-free” and that helps. 

(See attached USAID handout)


 Page 6 



11:00 AM Form Subcommittees  Siddique Zobair 
Beth Ardisana 

Mr. Zobair and Ms. Ardisana discussed the roles of the various subcommittees and 
confirmed objectives. Additionally, they outlined the expected outcomes for the 
subcommittees and provided examples of what they need to accomplish. 

Bangladesh Clean Cities International Committees 

Clean Cities Coordinator: Mr. Siddique Zobair, 

Coordinating Committee 
Chairman:     Mr. Quamrul Islam Siddik, Executive Director,

 Dhaka Transport Coordination Board (DTCB) 

Members: 
Mr. Raihanul Abedin, Director (PSC), Petrobangla 
Mr. Nurul Alam, Chief Inspector Explosives 
Mr. Emdadul Haq, Director General, BPI  
Mr. Abdul Wadud, Managing Director, RPGCL  
Mr. S. M. Abdul Bari, Director (Engineering) BRTA 
Mr. Shafiul Azam, Director RPGCL 
Dr. Salehuddin, Director (Technical) BRTC 
Mr. Abdul Alam Bhuiyan, ABO Energy Ltd. 
Mr. Iftikhar Hussain, COO, CDCL 
Mr. Md. Nurul Huq, Director, Navana Ltd 

Market Development Committee 
Chairman:  Mr. Shafiul Azam, Director RPGCL 

Members: 
Mr. Ziaur Rahman, Vice-President, CDC 
Mr. Muhammad Ali, Managing Director, Trident Agency 
Mr. Hassan Waheed Tito, Director Cosmos Energy Services Ltd 
Mr. Abdur Razzak, Sales Executive, REMCO Power 

Technical Issues Committee 
Chairman:  Mr. Emdadul Haq, Director General, BPI 

Members: 
Prof Ijaz Hussain, Bangladesh University of Engineering Technology 
Mr. Sumit Kumar Saha, Navana Ltd 
Mr. TMM Saifur Rahman, Vice-President, Sangkalpa CNG Tech 
Mr. Arifur Rahman, Aster Enterprise Ltd 
Mr. Shafil Farid, Natural Gas Fueling Technology 
Eng. Anwar Hossain, Chief Scientific Officer, BPI 
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Training 
Chairman:  Dr. Sultan M. Salehuddin, Director (Technical) BRTC 

Members: 
Mr. Gazi S. Hussein, Cosmos Aqua Clean Fuel Ltd 
Mr. Iqbal Karim, Consultative Group on Mobility and Development 
Engr. A.I.M. Nurullah, Manager (CNG) RPGCL 
Mr. Ruhsan Rahman, Cosmos Aqua Clean Fuel Ltd 

Infrastructure Committee 
Chairman: Mr. Abdul Alam Bhuiyan, ABO Energy Ltd 

Members: 
Mr. Abu Naser Khan, General Secretary, BAPA (Observer) 
Md. Saifuzzaman, Yahoo Cab Ltd 
Mr. A. Z.M. Qamruddin, Cosmos Energy Services Ltd 
Md. Sadiul Alam, Chairman, Orion Taxi Cab 
Mr. G. M. Giasuddin Shahin, Cosmos Energy Services Ltd 
Mr. Mohinddin Ulam, Natural Gas Technology 

12:00 – 1:00 PM Working Lunch 

1:00 PM Subcommittee Break-out Groups   Greg Zilberfarb 

Greg went over the attached “Subcommittee Working Groups” information sheet 
which was used to help the Stakeholders begin work on a planning process. The 
subcommittees met for the rest of the afternoon. 
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The Technical Issues Subcommittee is hard at work developing their five-year plan.  Clean Cities 
International Bangladesh Coordinator, Mr. Siddique Zobair, provides guidance. 

Sunday,  May  23  Bakul  Room  

10:00 AM Entire Committee Reconvenes  Siddique Zobair 
Beth Ardisana 

The four subcommittees presented their working plans to the entire committee. 
The plans are attached as a PowerPoint presentation. 

Note: Cleveland Charles, Chief of the Economic Section of the US Embassy stopped by and 
made brief welcoming remarks. 

11:30 AM  Next Steps Siddique Zobair 
Mr. Zobair outlined the next steps for Clean Cities Dhaka, including the 
arrangement for the next Clean Cities International meeting. 

12:30 PM Meeting Adjourn - Lunch 
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g r a m  D e  p g y A  P  r  o  o f  t h  e  U . S  .  a r  t  m  e n  t  o f  E  n  e  r  

P R E S S R E L E A S E FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Greg Zilberfarb May 23, 2004 

(880-2) 8613391 Bangladesh 
(001) 703-779-4890 USA 

Clean Cities International Hosts Second Clean Cities International Meeting in Bangladesh 
Dhaka, Bangladesh-May 21, 2004- The rapidly developing Natural Gas Vehicles (NGV) industry in Bangladesh 
is helping to clean the environment while helping to improve the economy. Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 
stations are being installed throughout the country.   Clean Cities International hosted a second meeting in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh on May 22 and May 23, 2004 at the Dhaka Sheraton.  During the meeting the Clean Cities 
International formed four important subcommittees to help develop the CNG industry in Bangladesh.  The four 
subcommittees and their chairman’s are; Technical Issues (Mr. Emdadul Haq, Director General, BPI), Training 
(Dr. Salahuddin, Technical Director, BRTC), Market Development (Mr. Shafil Azam, Director, RPGCL), and 
Infrastructure (Mr. Abdul Alam Bhuiyan, ABO Energy LTD).  These four subcommittees will report their 
findings to the Coordinating Committee that will be comprised of the Clean Cities International Coordinator Mr. 
Siddique Zobair and the heads of the four subcommittees. 

The purpose of the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) Clean Cities International (CCI) Program is to assist 
with the development of safe and effective alternative fuel vehicle (AFV) programs throughout the world.  
Modeled after the DOE Clean Cities Program that has helped to develop over 80 Clean Cities coalitions in the 
U.S. and three border programs, CCI is expanding the successful ten-year U.S. program to assist other interested 
countries in developing public/private sector partnerships.  By encouraging AFV use, CCI helps to achieve 
environmental quality goals and energy security on local, national, and international levels. 

Clean Cities International Coordinator Mr. Siddique Zobair welcomes members to the meeting.
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